
January/February 2008 Assisted Living Consult 11

AN 80-YEAR-OLD MAN returns to the assisted living (AL) facility after a hospitalization for a fall. He had received
some physical therapy in the hospital and was recovering nicely. A pharmacist expressed a concern to the pri-
mary care doctor about stopping low-dose amitriptyline because of its anticholinergic side effects. Should the

medication be stopped? After quickly reviewing the ACE Card for assistance, one realizes a framework to approach
this decision.

Case StudyCase Study
Medications with Increased Risk for Elderly People

This ACE (Acute Care for the Elderly) Card™ on Medications with Increased Risk for Elderly People was developed
by Dr. Michael Malone at Aurora Health Care in Milwaukee, WI. These geriatric care reminder cards will be

published in ALC as resources to help clinicians manage common conditions that plague elderly patients. The com-
plete series of cards can be ordered from Dr. Malone at Michael.Malone.MD@aurora.org. ALC

Michael Malone, MD, is the Medical Director of Senior Services at Aurora Health Care in Milwaukee, WI.


